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OFFICE TELEPHONE 
EXTENSIONS & INFO LINE

Banquet Inquiries  101

Event Spaces 101

Manager 102

Payroll  104

Accounting  104

Front Office  105

Reservations 105

Ticket Sales  105

Membership 105

You can call the extensions or announcements 
by using any

touch tone telephone

KLUB VORSCHAU/CLUB 
EVENTS

CONCORDIA IN FEBRUARY

8th Weinstube Advanced Polls

11th Schenke  Dine & Dance Edelweiss Trio

14th Schenke Valentine’s Dinner 

18th  Main Hall Mardi Gras Maskenball

20th Club closed for Family Day

26th Main Hall Annual Membership Meeting

CONCORDIA IN MARCH 

16th Jägerstube Extended Board Meeting

18th Main Hall President’s Ball

25th Schenke Dine & Dance – TC Alpine Echo 

Group Events
MONDAY

Halle 7:00-8:30p.m. Gemischter Chor – Mixed  
  Choir
 8:30-10:00p.m. Männerchor – Men’s Choir
Jaegerstube 6:00-7:00p.m. Kinderchor 
– Children’s Choir
 7:00-8:00p.m. Jugendchoir – Youth 
Choir

TUESDAY

Halle 5:30-8:30p.m. Kinder & Junior Garde,  
   Senioren Garde – 
Children,    Junior and Senior 
Guard
Jaegerstube 8:00-10:00p.m. 
Narrenzunft – Mardi Gras 
  (currently meeting Wed.)

WEDNESDAY

Halle 6:00-10:00p.m. Enzian Group  
 
Weinstube 2:00p.m. Ladies Group 
  (2nd Wed. of Month)
Weinstube 7:00p.m. Tennisgruppe 
  (Jeden 2. Mittwoch   
  im Monat/    
  2nd Wed. of Month)
Schenke 6:30p.m. Skat Gruppe

THURSDAY

Halle 8:00-10:00p.m. Table Tennis Group
Jaegerstube 7:00p.m. Schach/
Chess
Eisstock 7:00-10:00p.m. Eisstock-Gruppe

FRIDAY

Victoria Bowl 6:30p.m. Bowlers
Jaegerstube  8:00p.m. Treffpunkt 
  (2nd Fri. of Month)

CONCORDIA IN FEBRUARY 2023



3

BERICHT DES PRÄSIDENTEN

For the first time in almost 3 years we are 
about to return to normal business to start the 
New Year. At the time that this article is being 
written we are finalizing the plans for Kamerad-
schaftsabend 2023 and the start of the 150th 
Anniversary celebrations here at the Concordia 
Club. The ticket sales for this event have been 
very good and we will recognize the crowning 
of the first Miss Concordia Club since March 
2019. We thank Miss Kim Kunkel (now Mrs. 
Dietrich) for representing us for the past 3 years 
at many events here at the club as well as at the 
many events that she has been invited to. Kim 
has represented the club with great profession-
alism and has been a great guide to many of the 
other German club Miss representatives.

January was a very busy month at the club as 
we participated in the Wedding Ring show, 
hosted our own wedding show, welcomed a 
new book keeper and set the budget for the 
upcoming year. We will look to set the budget 
is a realistic manner knowing what we have 
encountered for the last 3 years. At this time, we 
do no see any major capital improvement plans 
as we are still recovering from the financial 
impacts of the pandemic. 

We have found some problems with the book-
keeping and have had do perform some back 
tracking and investigate entries to correct items 
that have not been submitted correctly and 
this is why we currently cannot give you correct 
figures for Oktoberfest. Once we have this 
resolved we will report our findings.

This year we will finally be able 
to have an in person Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) and 
this will be in the main hall on 
Sunday, February 26/23 starting 
at 2 p.m. We encourage all of 
our members to come out and 
participate in this event. If you 
are not able to make this date 
there will be an advance poll on 
Wednesday, February 8/23 from 
5 p.m. until 8 p.m. We have one 
long term board member that has decided to 
retire and we wish Peter Bergen well with the 
next chapter in his life. Please come cast your 
vote for the people that you would like to steer 
this club into the future. 

With 2023 being the 150th anniversary for the 
Concordia Club we would ask that we show sup-
port for the club, the groups and their events. 
The next event on the calendar is the closing of 
the Mardi Gras season which will take place in 
the main hall on Saturday, February 18/23. There 
is no specific theme this year so please dress 
up in whatever costume you wish and enjoy 
an evening of fun and fellowship. Please refer 
to the 150th calendar (which can be purchased 
in the office) for a list of events that have been 
scheduled for this year.

It looks like the pandemic has now joined many 
other health problems and has become an 
endemic like the cold and flu. This being said we 
have many plans for the Concordia Club for this 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Nach 3 Jahren sind wir endlich zurück, um im 
neuen Jahr wieder unsere geschäftliche Arbe-
iten zu bewältigen und auszuführen.

Als dieser Bericht geschrieben wurde, war die 
Organisation für den Kameradschaftsabend 
in vollem Gange. Die Tickets dafür wurden im 
Büro verkauft u d waren sehr gefragt. Bei dieser 
Veranstaltung wurde auch Miss Concordia 2023 
gekrönt.

Danke an Kim Kunkel, jetzt Frau Dietrich,die für 
3 Jahre den Concordia Klub würdig vertreten 
hat und viele Einladungen gemeistert hat!

Januar waren wir sehr beschäftigt. Wir zeigten 
unsere eigene Hochzeitsangebote in unserem 
Klub!

Willkommen unsere neue Buchhalterin, die 
mithilft, unseren Haushaltsplan zu erstellen und 
einige Fehler zu korrigieren, die in der Vergan-
genheit entstanden sind! Leider können wir den 
endgültigen Finanzbericht für Oktoberfest 2022 
noch nicht geben, bis die Buchhaltung alles auf 
den richtigen Stand gebracht hat.

Unsere Jahreshauptversammlung 2023 findet 
am 26. Februar in der Halle statt, um 14:00 Uhr!

 Vorwahl wird am 8. Februar 2023 von 17-20 Uhr 
angeboten, falls Sie nicht zur  Jahreshauptver-
sammlung kommen können!

Ein langjähriges  Vorstandsmitglied wird nicht 
mehr zur Wiederwahl stehen und wir wünschen 
Peter Bergen alles Gute für die Zukunft.

Im Jahre 2023 feiert der Concordia Klub sein 150 
jähriges  bestehen! Dafür wurde ein Kalender 
gefertigt, den Sie im Klubbüro käuflich erhalten 
können.

Die nächste Veranstaltung ist von der Narrenzu-
nft, am 18. Februar 2023 in der Halle.  Bei den 
Kostümen können Sie ihrer Fantasie freien Lauf 
lassen!

year and much of the planning is underway. 
If you would like to add your ideas or energy 
please contact one of the board members 
or the office for more details.

Janice and I hope to see you all at one 
of the events that we have or at the club 
enjoying some great food and company.
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MANAGERS REPORT
I wanted to start by thanking 
everyone who donated to 
our Food Drive in December.  
We collected 340 pounds of 
dry goods, that provided 266 
meals for our community. Way 
to go Concordia Club.

Chef Jeff and his team have 
put together a wonderful 
menu for Valentine’s Day this year.

On Tuesday, February 14, 2023 the Schenke will 
be open for dinner from 5:00pm to 9:00pm for all 
to enjoy this special menu. The menu offers some 
new items from our kitchen as well as a few old 
favorites! Please see the flyer in this issue of the 
bulletin. Give us a call to make your reservation 
today.

Thank you to all that have stopped in to renew 
their membership for 2023. If you haven’t had a 
chance to renew yet, please stop in to see us. If you 
are not able to get to the Office, we can always 
take payment over the phone and mail out your 
card right to your door.  Please be sure to renew 
your farm cards as well. There are lots of exciting 
things happening out there this Summer. 

Farm Lot renewals have been mailed out to all 
campers. Please have your contract signed and 
returned to the office with payment no later than 
March 31, 2023.

I wish everyone a Happy Valentines Day and hope 
you get to spend time with your loved ones over 
the Family Day Weekend!

Kim Veevers  

Leider sind nach der Corona Epedemie andere 
gesundheitliche Probleme entstanden, wie die 
Grippe oder Erkältungen,

Der Concordia Klub hat für dieses einige  Verans-
taltungen in der Planung!

Wenn Sie Ideen haben, oder auch mithelfen 
wollen, im Büro erhalten Sie Informationen.

Janice und ich freuen uns, Sie im Klub zu sehen!

Ihr Klubpräsident 

Rob Kerr

KG NARRENZUNFT 
CONCORDIA

Hello Concordia Club Family & Friends!

Beat these winter blahs, come to our Maskenball! Last 
month the event’s date was incorrect! Please note:

Maskenball: Costume Party February 18th

No theme this year, so let your imagination go!

Tickets are $15/person

There will be prizes for costumes!

Food will be available to purchase along with Kräpfen 
(donuts) which is a traditional treat during Fasching.

The Hoppeditz will help close 

our 56th Karneval Season.

The Black Forest Band will be entertaining us for 
the evening as well as our Kinder, Junior and Senior 
Garde. They are excited to perform their new show 
dances. We hope to see you there in a costume if not, 
no worries because costumes aren’t a requirement to 
attend.

Thank you to all of our members and Garde for keep-
ing the group alive!

Until next month...

Alaaf und Helau

Narrenzunft Secretary 

Joan Trautrim

CONCORDIA BOWLERS 
Hello, everyone!  

Here are the results from our Turkey Roll in Decem-
ber.  CONGRATULATIONS to the following winners: 
Karl Braun, Erika Kuers, Heidi Schumann, Frances 
Gottvald, Linda Majunke and Alfred Kuers.  

Our Annual General Meeting has yet to take place as 
I write this report.  News items will be reported in the 
next bulletin.

Finally, best wishes go out to our bowlers who are 
celebrating a birthday this month: 

February



9. Ingrid Kauck

11. Beverley Gottvald

23. Ron Klein

IMPORTANT DATES                                             

February 10th                         Fun Night 

April 28th    Last Day of Bowl-
ing 

*This date is different than originally posted.

TBA                           Closing Banquet

Until next time, HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

Monica Kauck 

CONCORDIA CHOIR 
Valentines day is the holiday of romance. Romance 
being love in its active state. I know Valentines Day 
may feel like a holiday imposed on us by the greeting 
card, chocolate and floral industries. The truth how-
ever is we have accepted it because we recognize its 
value and purpose.  Valentines Day is an opportunity 
to pay special attention to relationships which are 
important to us.  So on February 14th share a little 
musical love with your special someone.  We all know 
a song that brings back a special time or place, that’s 
the beauty of music.

    By the time you read this bulletin we will have held 
our first in person Annual General Meeting in several 



7

years.  At this meeting we discuss things pertinent 
to the life and work of our choir.  Selection of music, 
finances, membership etc.  We have no one stepping 
down from the board this year but we are hoping 
to have two new members join us.This is a very big 
year for the Concordia Choirs as we join our club in 
celebrating 150 years.  Please save the date for our 150 
year concert May7th, Concordia Club Main Hall 3pm 
where we will present for the first time a composition 
written by our conductor, Martin Anderle to celebrate 
our 150 years of bringing German Music to this com-
munity.It will be a great afternoon, so lets celebrate 
together.

    Here is a brief history of the Concordia Choirs for 
your own interest.  The first reference found of the 
Concordia Male Choir occurred in 1862.  The first 
notable Saengerfest in the city of Berlin Ontario, 
Canada.  The choir incorporated in 1873 and in 1875 
hosted an International Saengerfest that attracted 
over 10,000 people which attracted german singers 
from all over the USA.  This tradition with ever 
increasing numbers and success continued until the 
first world war. Though the choirs revived between 
the wars the modern beginning in 1949 was the silver 
wedding anniversary of Ernst and Emma Wurtele.  In 
years following , Ernst would always be referred to as 
“Father of the male choir”.

The first conductor was Walter Scholes, followed by 
George Christophek in 1951 under whose leadership 
the Male Choir grew to over 60 singers. In 1962 came 
the creation of the mixed choir, and soon after the 
addition of a Youth and Childrens Choir. In 1964 Dr. 
Alfred Kunz became conductor, and under his lead-
ership the choir had a great measure of success. We 
are now under the direction of Martin Anderle, and 
look forward to many more years of bringing music to 
our community. With great anticipation and pride we 
are now celebrating  our 150th anniversary in 2023. 
Truly something to be proud of. ( The information in 
this article was supplied from the estate of Werner 
Metzger who served as President of the Concordia 
Choirs for 31 years) We are very grateful to have this 
information and many photos as part of the choir 
archives.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING CHOIR MEM-
BERS

KAREN FRITSCH, DIANE HATCHWELL, HANS ARMIN 
OHLMANN, ANDRE SCHILHA

May your day begin with a smile on your face, a song 
in your heart, and joy in your soul. Take care, stay safe, 
until next time Beverley

SKAT GROUP
 The Skat Group  wishes everyone a very Happy New 
Year.

We hope everyone is keeping well, staying safe and 
staying healthy.

Congratulations to the Sylvester Pokal tournament 
winners:

First Place: Sigfrid Barta                   2,054

Second Place: Peter Evers               2,004

Third: Gunther Baur                         1,998

Fourth: Dave Agnew                        1,983

Fifth: George Rendas                       1,979

If you are thinking of joining the Skat group this year, 
you can try out the game in the comfort of your own 
home.

Before you join in person playing on a Wednesday 
evening, you can practice your Skat playing skills 
online for free at playok.com..  Playok is a  website of 
classic board and card games that allows you to play 
online against live opponents in real-time.

There are 28 different games including  Skat, Chess, 
Checkers, Euchre and many more.

How to begin playing these games:

 1.       Type “playok.com” in your browser

2.       Select the game you want to play

3.       You can now either select:



Available for your commercial and residential jobs:
Panel Changes
Electric Vehicle Chargers
Smoke Detector Installation
Hot Tubs or Pool Electrical

All work by Master Electrician David Mendler 
and Inspections by Electrical Safety Authority

 
"For all your electrical needs, call M.E."

519-616-1733 mendlers@rogers.com

a) guest - you will enter the list of players with a 
generic name, or

b) you can set up an account by selecting :log in and 
follow the instructions to set up an account for free

Once you are on the website,  you can enter a table 
of players  listed on the left (a dash represents an 
open seat)  or you can start a “new game table” by 
clicking the icon at the top left of the page. You can 
select the number of hands and the minutes of play 
when setting up a game table. If it is your first time 
playing on line, I would suggest that you choose a 
(15m, 12 hands) game to start. 

Upcoming events:

Tony Dissler Pokal: Wednesday April 12th and 19th at 
6:30

Gut Blatt

Nancy Kessler-Agnew, Secretary

TABLE TENNIS
Well with  New Years celebrations behind us and 
having welcomed 2023 as our 150th anniversary year, 
many exciting events will be held. Our table tennis 
group would welcome new players of any level. 
We have plenty of seasoned players who would be 
delighted to introduce you to the fantastic game 
of table tennis. We are especially interested in the 
ladies of the club and their friends, This month we 
will celebrate the day of romance Valentines Day.

So instead of bringing flowers, chocolates, etc. why 
not invite your sweetheart (Male or Female) to come 
out for an invigorating game of table tennis?

You will be contributing to a long and healthy life. 
We still play Wed. mornings 10-12. Thursday evenings 
7-10. Members remember to use your discount 
coupons to enjoy a great lunch or supper at the club. 
By the time you read this article we will have held 
our annual general meeting where we will have 
discussed all things pertaining to the table tennis 
group, finances, membership etc. I believe the cur-
rent executive will remain in office for 2023. 

PLEASE JOIN US TO STAY ACTIVE, MEET NEW 
FRIENDS, AND RECONNECT WITH OTHERS.

Until next time, Beverley
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LADIES GROUP 

As we have not had our meeting yet this month, there 
isn’t much to report this month. 

We would like to wish Hilde Blum a big Happy Birth-
day as her birthday is on February 24.

Hilde will be celebrating her birthday in warm Mexico.

Flourless Chocolate Cake      (great for Valentine’s Day)

12 oz bittersweet baking chocolate, chopped (three 
4-oz bars)

¾ c. butter cut in pieces

1 c. sugar

6 eggs (room temperature)

1 tsp. vanilla

½ c. natural cocoa or dark cocoa

1 tsp. espresso powder

Sweetened whipped cream, if desired.

Instructions:

1. Heat oven to 375 F.  Line the bottom of a 9-inch 
round cake pan   parchment paper.  Spray with cook-
ing spray.

2. In a 2-quart saucepan, melt chocolate and 
butter over low heat, stirring constantly.  Remove 
from heat and pour into a large bowl.  Stir in sugar 
until blended.  Stir in eggs, 1 at a time and then stir in 
vanilla.  Stir in cocoa and espresso powder until well 
blended.  Pour into pan.

3. Bake 26 to 30 minutes or until toothpick 
inserted in centre comes out clean.  Cool for 10 
minutes.  Run knife around side of pan to loosen 
cake.  Place cooling rack upside down over cake.  
Turn upside down carefully so cake is on rack.  Then 
remove pan.  Turn upside down onto another rack and 
flip cake right side up.  Cool completely for about 1 
hour.

4. When ready to serve, place cake right up on a 
serving platter.  Using sharp knife, cut into wedges, 
cleaning knife blade after each cut.  Serve with whip-
ping cream.  Store loosely covered in refrigerator.

 P.S.:  You can always use a heart shaped cookie 

cutter and cut out heart pieces to serve.  I would dip 
the cookie cutter in icing sugar each time before 
cutting out heart, so it doesn’t stick.  Good luck!

Elisabeth Rowsell

TREFFPUNKT
Happiest of Years from all of us in the Treffpunkt Social 
Group. 

If anyone has any interest in joining our group of amaz-
ing people, who like to have fun, enjoy one another’s 
company and get involved in our community, please 
consider reaching out, or coming to one of our monthly 
meetings.  Monthly meetings are the second Friday of 
each month in the Jaegerstube (with exceptions for July, 
Aug, Sept, Oct where we are at other fun events those 
days).

Each month, our group meets at 6pm for dinner (if you’d 
like) and then our meeting will start at 7:30pm. If you are 
considering coming out, please RSVP with Dana directly 
at danakomer@hotmail.com by the Tuesday prior to 
each meeting if you are planning to attend for dinner at 
6.

Elections were held for our group on January 13th, 
however with the bulletin written prior to the meeting, I 
will have to keep you all in suspense, and share with you 
the executive committee for the 2023 year, in the next 
installment. 

With our year at an end, our group continued to reach 
out to the club at large and requested your help with 
reaching our blood donation goal of 50 donations for the 
2022 year. For our year end total,  we had successfully 
secured 46 donations (WHICH IS 10 MORE THAN LAST 
YEAR!!) and will continue with our goal for the 2023 year.  
Our Partners for Life number is CONC010846 or you can 
just say you are donating on behalf of the Concordia 
Club. We look forward to surpassing this goal in 2023 yet 
again, but cannot do it without your help. Please con-
sider making a trip out to your closest donation center 
and contributing, if you feel safe to do so. 

bis zum nächsten mal 

Jodi Purdie





STIFTUNGSTFEST 2023

SENIORS CHRISTMAS PARTY 2022













2022 YEAR END REPORTS
PRESIDENT’S YEAR END 
REPORT  

The year 2022 started in almost the same fash-
ion as 2021 did, with us being under lockdown 
and restrictions as set out by the various levels 
of the government. This meant we were back 
to curb side take out and no functions. We also 
saw the cancellation of Kameradschaftsabend 
as you were not able to gather. The groups were 
also limited to meeting by Zoom and they were 
not permitted to use the club for any group 
meetings or events.

  In February we had to conduct the AGM 
(annual general meeting) of the club via Zoom 
as in the previous year. Since this was our 
second attempt at performing the meeting this 
way, we had all the wrinkles worked out and 
the proceedings went off without a hitch. We 
bid farewell to Joe Leibel as he decided to retire 
from the board and enjoy a new chapter in his 
life. Tim Grumme was welcomed to the board 
at this time. Tim has been a welcomed addition 
with new ideas and a willingness to help with 
anything that needs to be done.

 We remained in this lockdown position and 
had to once again cancel President’s ball and a 
chance for our members to meet and celebrate. 

 In April the restrictions finally loosened up and 
we welcomed the public back into our facilities. 
Chef Jeff and the kitchen staff were once again 
tasked to work their magic for our Easter buffets 
and they did not disappoint. This also allowed 
us the chance to open for regular business and 
welcome back all of our staff even though it was 
on a reduced schedule. Our customers were 
hesitant to return to regular dining immediately 
and the decision was made to continue with 
curbside pickup.

 We were able to perform club cleanup for the 
first time in 3 years and an exuberant group 
of members showed up with their gloves 
and tools to transform our property into the 
beautifully manicured club that it was before 
the pandemic. This small but mighty group of 
volunteers worked so efficiently that they far 
exceeded the expectation of the board. They 
were rewarded for all of their hard work with 

some great food and drink. We also realized 
the return of the Mother’s Day buffets where 
we were rewarded with better attendance than 
at Easter and we could see that people were 
warming up to the idea of in person dining.

 There was also an influx of staff changes in 
the office due to us getting back to regular 
business. We said good bye to Ruth Rajna 
after 29 years of service at the Concordia Club 
as she decided to retire. The search for her 
replacement was closer than we knew and after 
some interviews and soul searching, we decided 
that Kim Veevers was the right person for this 
job. Due to this transition we needed a banquet 
manager and once we had all of the applica-
tions in and sorted through their qualifications 
and abilities, we chose to hire David Meikle. His 
attention to detail and outgoing personality 
have allowed him to secure many functions in 
his short time here. With the increased traffic 
coming into the office and facility we needed 
an administrative assistant and after a short 
search hired Lydia Wright to fill the void. Lydia’s 
cheerful and perky attitude has made her a 
welcomed addition to the front office team at 
the Concordia Club.

  The summer started with the opening of the 
patio and was then followed up with our 3 
cruise nights and the annual pig roast. All of 
these events were well attended and we thank 
Roller Roaster for their presentation and supply 
of a very tasty pig. Our customers and cruisers 
were entertained by the TC Alpine Echo, Dana 
K and the Remedy, Four Guys Total and Double 
Impact.

  The summer also saw many events take place 
out at the Farm where Steve Zimmer and his 
band of volunteers continued to polish our dia-
mond in the rough. The highlights of the time 
out at the farm this year were the fireworks 
presentation on Canada Day weekend and the 
best attended Halloween at the farm ever. The 
membership out at the farm continues to grow 
exponentially as we now have over 40 children 
registered to camp with their families.

  This past fall we were finally able to have 
our full Oktoberfest and the iconic tent was 
raised after 2 years without it. There were many 



hiccups with Regal Tent and their crews and we 
had to scramble to get everything finished in 
time for our opening. The crowds were not as 
big as usual as we ran between 65-85 % of our 
normal attendance for the week. This is where 
we anticipated that attendance would be due 
to the lingering effects of the Coronavirus. The 
best night was the final evening where we had 
a 98% fill rate and the crowd was able to get 
into the spirit similar to a regular day and year.

  The first major club event in 3 years was at the 
beginning of November as Stiftungsfest was 
celebrated at the club. This was a very busy 
evening as we needed to recognize 3 years of 
recipients which was 156 members. The night 
also had us induct another honorary member 
and Ingrid Fischer was the deserving recipient 
of this award. 

  The second year of out Weinachtsmarkt was 
not as good as the first as I think that we tried 
to expand to quickly. We were also up against 
much more competition as every church bazaar 
and craft show returned this year after a few 
years of not running. The committee has already 
gone back to the drawing board and is looking 
at their options for next year’s market.

  December was very busy at the club as we had 
the annual duck dinner and many Christmas 
parties take place in the Schenke, main hall or 
one of the private rooms.

We had very good attendance for the entire 
month and all of our guests went home feeling 
very satisfied by their visit to our establishment.

  The board has done everything that they could 
to minimize any spending and I can tell you that 
after setting a very hard budget that had a large 
loss, we were able to come out in the black for 
the year. We will continue with keep the purse 
strings tight for 2023 to try and recoup some of 
the losses from the prior 2 years.

  The year started slow and continued to gain 
momentum as it went on. This is a great build 
up for what 2023 has to offer as we celebrate 
our 150th anniversary.

Your president,

Rob Kerr

MANAGER’S YEAR END 
REPORT

This past year has been a year of us working on 
‘getting back to normal”. I think we are all con-
fused on what the new normal really is these 
days.  That being said we have all had to make 
some adjustments around the Club. From the 
hours of operations to events we may not have 
had. I know I am very optimistic about 2023, the 
year everything feels right again!

This past Summer the Club had great success 
with our very busy Cruise nights that filled our 
patio.  We also had the return of our annual Pig 
Roast which we were not able to do in a few 
years. These were the start of everyone coming 
together again. We hosted some beautiful 
Weddings throughout the Summer and Fall 
months maximizing use of our beautiful out-
door ceremony site. Next, we were in full swing 
for our Oktoberfest celebrations which was very 
much needed for us. Attendance was decent, 
compared to past years, but I do think we will 
see increased numbers this year. We also now 
have our very own beer…how fantastic is that! 

From Oktoberfest, we went on to host our 2nd 
annual Weihnachtsmarkt, experimenting with 
keeping our tent up. This new tradition will 
need its chance to grow amongst the commu-
nity through advertisement and word of mouth. 
We will build upon our base of local vendors we 
hosted and work toward increasing the number 
of customers.  We ended the year with our very 
successful Christmas season!  The Schenke was 
always full, often with two and three simultane-
ous parties.

Last year, we also saw a lot of changes through 
the club office as well. We wished Ruth well on 
her new adventure and we welcomed David our 
Events Coordinator and Lydia our Administrative 
Assistant. We started this year with a new 
Bookkeeper, Carolyn.   We have a fantastic team 
all eager to continue making Concordia Club 
successful. 

Our Main Hall and Outdoor Ceremony will be 
hopping this wedding season and we have 
secured quite a few large events throughout the 
year. We are currently booked every weekend 
from August through November. These events 
are bringing financial strength as we have a 
continued focus on securing future events in 



our Main Hall, event rooms and outdoor spaces.

I hope 2023 is not only successful for the Club 
but for all our Concordia Club family!  Cheers to 
150 years of something to be really proud of! 

Kim Veevers 

TREASURER’S REPORT
As 1st Treasurer of the Club I would like to thank 
our Club manager Kim Veveers and the office 
staff for their assistance this past year.  A thank 
you also to Peter Bergen, our 2nd Treasurer for 
many years for once again looking after the 
twice yearly auditing of the group books and 
the review of group financial statements at the 
extended board meetings.

As I am writing this, we do not yet have a final 
financial statement for the year, however it is 
already clear that 2022 will be a much more 
financially positive year for the Club than the 
year prior.  When the Finance committee set the 
budget in the first weeks of 2022 we took a very 
cautious and conservative approach, continuing 
with a very careful management of expenses. 
Now at the end of the year we can be pleased 
with the results.

It was a great relief when we were able to 
resume in-person dining in the Schenke and 
events in the Halle in the spring of 2022 while 
curbside service also remained available.  These 
activities contributed greatly to our bottom 
line at a time when government pandemic 
assistance programs were for the most part no 
longer available, unlike the previous two years.

We were fortunate that there were no major 
capital outlays in 2022, and after renovations in 
2021 our rental properties also provided a steady 
source of income.

Our Farm committee under Mike Matich’s 
leadership continued to increase the number of 
occupied trailer sites, helping to ease the strain 
on the Club’s coffers.

The investment portfolio of the Club remained 
strong in 2022, with no need to liquidate any 
of the assets as in the previous year. A GIC that 
came due mid-year was reinvested for another 
three years. A Club promissory note from 2017 
that some of our members had invested in also 
came due mid-year.  It was decided to offer a 

re-investment opportunity to those members 
at a competitive interest rate, and I am pleased 
to say that all participating members took 
advantage of the opportunity.  I would like to 
thank those members for their support and 
confidence.

As everyone is aware, the lack of a traditional 
Oktoberfest for the past two years has had a 
very large impact on the financial health of 
the Club.  Fortunately in 2022 we were able to 
return to a large Oktoberfest celebration in our 
tent.  While ultimately not as well attended as in 
past years, it none the less helped to cover the 
year-round expenses of the Club.  I fully expect 
that as people overcome lingering pandemic 
hesitations attendance levels will return.

By the time you read this the Finance Commit-
tee (Rob Kerr, Peter Bergen, Holger Fischer and 
myself) and the other members of the Board 
along with manager Kim Veevers will have set a 
budget for 2023.  It will again be a conservative 
budget as we build on the success of this past 
year.

One ongoing area of concern for the committee 
is the Internally Restricted Net Asset form 
that each group of the Club is required to 
complete by year end, in order that they may 
be submitted to the Club auditors in January.  
A few groups continue to struggle to meet this 
deadline.

Finance Committee Chair, 1st Treasurer, Harald 
Schwegel

LONG RANGE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE

As we navigated the aftermath of the pandemic, 
the Long Range Planning committee did not 
hold any meetings in 2022.  Long term projects 
remained on hold as the Club worked to emerge 
from the pandemic and return to paused activ-
ities.  The only active project, the Farm Septic 
System Upgrade, remained at a point where any 
planning for the start of construction could not 
yet occur.  In the coming spring the committee 
will again meet to review previous multi-year 
plans and begin to discuss the long term future 
of the Club.

Long Range Planning Committee Chair, Harald 
Schwegel



OKTOBERFEST INC. 
COMMITTEE

This year’s committee consisted of Tim 
Grumme, Holger Fischer and myself as chair.  
However, in 2022 KW Oktoberfest Inc. (KWOI) 
did not host any Festhall Advisory Committee 
(FAC)  meetings, where the committee along 
with representatives from the other participat-
ing Festhalls would discuss various aspects of 
the festival, and as such there is very little to 
report this year. 

At the April KWOI Annual General Meeting, they 
revealed a financial loss for the 2021 festival 
itself while showing an overall profit for the 
year as a result of the sale of their Benton Street 
building early in the year.  A considerably scaled 
back festival was announced, and it was also 
stated that no Oktoberfest Ambassador would 
be named for 2022, nor would the Oktoberfest 
Gala take place.

Oktoberfest Inc. Committee Chair, Harald 
Schwegel

ARBEITSGEMEINSCHAFT
Arbeitsgemeinschaft held their AGM on Feb-
ruary 7, 2022 at the Schwaben Club. Treasurer 
Glenn Herold reported that a thorough financial 
review was done after he took over from the 
last Treasurer (who resigned) and everything 
was now in order. An election was held, and all 
previous committee members were acclaimed. 
Concordia Club asked if we could host Kamerad-
schaftsabend in 2023 due to it being our 150th 
anniversary and it was approved. Oktoberfest 
Inc. invited people to attend their virtual AGM 
on April 12th as they are looking for more 
representation from the German Clubs, then 
proceeded to report on Bingeman’s plans for 
Oktoberfest. At the meeting on May 9th hosted 
by Transylvania there was a very long discussion 
about German Pioneers Day as Carl Zehr Square 
was undergoing renovations and we would be 
unable to hold the event at City Hall as we’ve 
always done in the past. The choice was to find 
another venue or cancel it completely. Rob 
Kerr immediately offered Concordia Club as a 
host venue given our large parking lot and LRT 
access and it was soon decided that that would 

be the best place to hold it and it was agreed 
that we would have it at Concordia rather 
than cancelling it. At the meeting on August 
8, we further discussed German Pioneers Day 
including finalizing the Honorees. On October 
11 we held the German Pioneers Day event 
in our Hall which was beautifully decorated 
with all the German provincial flags and all 
Club flags, and the event was incredibly well 
attended. We held a private dinner afterward 
for the Dignitaries, Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
executive and Club Presidents which received 
positive feedback. At the meeting of Novem-
ber 7 hosted by Concordia all Clubs reported 
on their Oktoberfest successes and we talked 
about Volkstrauertag being held at Woodland 
Cemetery on November 14 at 2:30 p.m. 
with coffee and cake to follow at Concordia 
which was very well attended despite the 
intermittent flurries. Kameradschaftsabend 
was held on January 14, 2023 at the Concordia 
Club with over 175 people in attendance who 
enjoyed champagne, fireworks, a great meal, 
dancing by our own Enzian Schuhplattler 
group and crowning of our new Miss Concor-
dia.  

Mike Matich, 1st Vice President

SENIORENHAUS
Seniorenhaus held Board meetings on Janu-
ary 19, February 16, March 16, April 20, May 18, 
June 15, September 21, October 19, November 
16, and their AGM on December 16, 2022. As 
part of the updating their Bylaw, Senioren-
haus now only requires one representative 
from Concordia Club to sit on their Board 
instead of the President, 1st Vice President 
and Treasurer. This was a much-welcomed 
change! In January 2022 it was also decided 
to pursue a professional management com-
pany to take over the day-to-day operations 
as there had been challenges with the last 2 
office managers and hiring qualified people 
becoming very difficult in all sectors. It was 
decided to go with Dubrick Property Man-
agement after an exhaustive investigation 
process. Also, in January 2022 the elevator 
modernization project finally began after 
many delays with materials, etc. Naturally 
they almost immediately ran into some prob-
lems after removing the hydraulic cylinder 
in Seniorenhaus that caused a delay of a few 



more weeks and a cost overrun, but everything 
worked out and the elevator project was 
well received by the tenants. In February we 
welcomed a new Treasurer to the Board – Steve 
Schatz. In April they added 9 new and much 
needed parking spots to the lot at Seniorenhaus 
which also saw the flag poles relocated closer 
to Ottawa Street. They also began a project to 
renovate a large meeting room in the Villa into 
their new library including bookshelves and 
comfortable chairs for reading. This coincided 
with the reopening plans for some of the 
common areas within the building. Despite the 
large capital outlays, Seniorenhaus is in a good 
financial position as one of the 2 buildings is 
mortgage free and the other one will be out of 
mortgage soon. In December at the AGM John 
Werner retired after over 25 years on the Board 
and we welcomed Karl Wolf as our new Vice 
President.

Mike Matich, 1st Vice President

FARM COMMITTEE
Our 2022 Camping season was able to kick off 
on May 1 without the delays and restrictions of 
the previous 2 years. Farm Cleanup was held on 
May 15 and with a great turnout of people we 
got a wide variety of areas tidied up. We did run 
into significant delays getting the Pool up and 
running this year with bad weather and a prob-
lem with the Bell pay phone that took weeks 
and many phone calls to resolve but finally on 
June 30 we received the green light to open just 
in time for the Canada Day picnic on July 2. The 
Campers and Outdoor Group Committees ran 
a wide variety of successful events throughout 
the summer. The Farm hosted another wedding 
on July 30th, and we also welcomed 2 local 
baseball teams who camped with us on the 
weekends of July 30 and August 6th bringing 
in extra revenue. With the great weather we 
had in September we decided to keep the pool 
open an extra week to try and make up for the 
delay early in the season. We saw quite a few 
new campers join us this year, bringing our total 
to 83 occupied sites. Many thanks to our Farm 
Manager, washroom cleaning and grass cutting 
crews and everyone else who helped make our 
Farm look great and be the beautiful and serene 
place that it is meant to be.

Mike Matich, 1st Vice President

OKTOBERFEST CHAIR
Thankfully in 2022, we were able to hold Okto-
berfest once again in the Tent, Hall and Schenke 
with no gathering limits or mandates. While we 
did not hit the same occupancy numbers this 
year as in times past it was still wonderful to be 
able to have things pretty much “the way things 
used to be”. Our focus was on local products 
and vendors including a new arrangement with 
Waterloo Brewing including having our own 
custom beer brewed which we aptly named 
“Concordia Brau” and offered it in both cans and 
draft. The new product seemed to be far better 
received than the former Molson items. We did 
face some challenges with the old draft system 
in the ‘bunker’ (that had sat idle since 2019) being 
unusable without considerable investment, so 
we decided to go with refrigerated trailers right 
in the tent, which also improved the taste and 
‘fizz’ of the draft beer. Another welcome change 
was Finest Sausage & Meat being our primary 
protein vendor and Azores Bakery supplying the 
bulk of the buns. The quality of our food offerings 
was fantastic, with far less transportation impact 
and better profitability – certainly a win/win. 
Many thanks go to Doug Allen and the rest of our 
setup crew (including some of our Board) who 
worked crazy hours 7 days a week for 3 weeks 
straight to make sure we had everything ready to 
shine on opening day regardless of the delays we 
experienced from the tent company.

Mike Matich, 1st Vice President

SALES AND MARKETING
2022 was a return to somewhat normal – we had 
our first cruise night on June 17 with Dana K & 
the Remedy, our second on July 22 with Four 
Guys Total and our final one on August 19 with 
Double Impact. Despite only averaging around 
35 cars attending each event, these were very 
successful as the Patio was full for a good portion 
of those evenings and people really enjoyed 
themselves. We’re hoping to build these back up 
in 2023 with more advertising. The Club also held 
its Pig Roast on the patio on July 13 after a couple 
of years hiatus and it too was well attended. The 
Bridal Open House on January 15, 2023 saw 11 
vendors joining us in the Hall with many poten-
tial Brides and Grooms seeing what great options 



we offer at Concordia. Looking forward to an 
even better year of growth in 2023!

Mike Matich, 1st Vice President

WEIHNACHTSMARKT 
After a small but great start to our 2021 
Weihnachtsmarkt held in the Hall, we expanded 
to use the big tent for 2022 from November 24th 
to November 27th.  Although the foot traffic 
was less, we doubled our vendors for patrons 
to enjoy.  People enjoyed Glühwein, Concordia 
Bräu, Christmas cookies, apple fritters, potato 
pancakes as well as vendors offerings.

I would like to thank all those on the committee, 
board members as well as Doug Allen (Dougie) 
for all their help and assistance. Thank you to 
the Trautrim family at Baron Haus Events and 
Visual FX (Collingwood, ON) for their donation of 
the banners.

Tips from the Glühwein and bar sales were 
donated to Treffpunkt’s charity donation for 
2022, which was Grand River Hospital Founda-
tion – in support of Breast Cancer.

As we learn from what went well (and did not) 
in 2022, I look forward to Weihnachtsmarkt in 
2023 being held from Friday November 24th to 
Sunday November 26th.

Rita Eisbrenner, Committee Chair

ENTERTAINMENT
Hello, Happy New Year to you all!!

As we kick off the New Year with Kamerad-
schaftsabend, with the start of our 150th 
celebrations and crowning of our new Miss 
Concordia, it looks like we are all somewhat 
back to normal! (Whatever that is?!?)

2020, 2021 and 2022 were a little bit of a write off 
with the club but as it stands all of our normal 
club activities are a go for 2023!

It is exciting to plan the decorating and enter-
tainment for various events and I hope we will 
succeed in making it an enjoyable experience 
for all. A little bit of sparkle will always be incor-
porated into all my decor!!!

I would like to thank my entertainment commit-

tee, and many members who help me in many 
ways such as doing the doors at our meetings 
and for those willing to lend a hand at any point. 
I appreciate you all! (I’ll be knocking on your 
door in the future for more assignments, please 
and Thank You!)

We hope to see you all at our functions as we all 
(both staff and board) work hard to give you the 
best experience! 

Take care and stay safe! 

Michelle Zimmer

MEMBERSHIP
Hello there,

Happy New Year!

A big welcome all our new members!!

We had a few new members join in 2022. 

12 New Families

10 New Singles

(Family & Single includes Seniors as 5 years of 
Membership is needed)

Once again, Congratulations to our members 
who had significant anniversaries as club mem-
bers these past couple of years. We had a great 
night at Stiftungfest, last November, honouring 
everyone. Pins and awards are still available for 
pick up in the office during regular business 
hours Congratulations, once again to you all!

This year, 2023, we are have more membership 
anniversaries. 

40 Years =8 members 

50 Years = 12 members 

60 Years = 4 members

We look forward to honouring them this year at 
Stiftungfest. 

Looking to 2023 with optimism and hoping for a 
new year with friends and family. 

Michelle Zimmer



SECURITY REPORT
  This year saw the return of our regular Okto-
berfest celebrations at the Concordia Club. 
Unfortunately, this was not a regular year when 
it came to the inner workings of the security 
department. LTS Protective services who had 
helped provide security for this event for many 
years changed their business direction and can-
celled on us just 3 weeks before the festival. This 
put an added amount of pressure on us to find a 
company who would compliment the Concordia 
staff in protecting our patrons.           After a 
lengthy search we were able to find Tactical 
Response and Security Services Inc. and secure 
them to a contract less than a week before the 
start of Oktoberfest. There were a few stumbles 
throughout the week but by the end we were 
running a sound security service for the event.

  We also had a major change in working with 
the Waterloo Regional police service as Super-
intendent Tom Berczi handed the reigns to Staff 
Sgt. Al Green. Staff Sgt. Green was well versed in 
what needed to be done and was an excellent 
choice to lead the police services in their atten-
tion to this event. We worked very well together 
and look forward to next year.

 Even though attendance was down compared 
to previous years we had a very good year and 
the club did not have any charges laid against 
it. There were a few charges for Trespass to 
property act and public nuisance.

  We will have a few changes for next year as our 
long time fire prevention officer Jim Hodge has 
retired and a few of the senior supervisors for 
the police services have also retired in the past 
few months.

  Thank you to the security team of Randy Ryan, 
Alex Thoene, Lori Struk and John Gore for their 
continued dedication to our members, staff and 
patrons. Their leadership of our internal staff as 
well as steering the event is greatly appreciated.

Rob Kerr

HONOURARY MEMBER
 It has been a very interesting coming out of 
covid and having to select a person who has 
dedicated their life to club. Stepping back in 
time and thinking about past accomplishments 
and dedication, it was easy to nominate her. 
Ingrid was a selection of many and best quali-
ties of a character that had given so much.

Chair Martin Patzold 

150 YEAR CELEBRATION
   I am so lucky to have so many talented 
individuals on this committee, especially Moni 
Gaertner who compiled and put together 
a great calendar. You can pick yours up in 
the office $15.00, this will help pay for many 
events that will be going on this year at the 
Club. I know the choir will be performing a 
few concerts so do not miss out. By the time 
this comes out our first event Kameradschaft 
abend will have happened on January 14 with 
the selection of our newly crowned Miss. Cruise 
Nights and firework display July 1st at Concordia 
Campground. Do not forget Easter and Mothers 
day as well as our Oktoberfest and Weihnachts 
Markt in November. Stifungsfest 2023 will be a 
day to remember so plan ahead.

 Hoping all will enjoy the year and stay safe and 
healthy

Chair Martin Patzold

BULLETIN REPORT
Well 2022 was a year of change for the bulletin. 
Through trial and error, we now have a great 
platform to reach out to all of our members. 
I have enjoyed working with those who have 
sent reports, flyers and photos so we are able to 
enjoy what each of the groups is doing through 
the months.

The hope for 2023 is to keep focus on the 
environment by reducing the amount of paper 
copies we print each month (right now we are 
over 400!). If you are capable of receiving the 
bulletin via email please call the office and they 
will be able to help you out! If you would like 
more information regarding the digital copy 
please reach out to the office or myself.

Thank you for your patience this year, it was 



MISS CONCORDIA
As the Chair of the Miss Concordia Committee 
I have the honour of announcing the new Miss 
along with my Miss Committee which this year 
includes Michelle Zimmer & Janice Kerr and I 
would like to thank them for all their to support 
not only for myself but also to the Miss.

Well this year Kameradschaftabend happened 
to be not only the first event at the club but also 
the Start of the ongoing Celebrations for our 
150th anniversary, So we thought what a great 
time to crown our 2023 Miss Concordia!

As we all know far to well Covid had definitely 
put more than a few kinks in planned events, 
which of course includes club events.  One such 
event was the Enziens Bockbierfest 2020 which 
not only crowns the New Miss but also gives 
the opportunity for us to thank the reining Miss 
Concordia for all her support of the club and for 
her to have her moment to reflect on their reign 
& to pass the Crown and Sash on to the next 
Miss. Well for Miss 2019 Kimberly Kunkel covid 
had other plans. No one had any idea just how 
long the covid pandemic would last but Kim 
stepped up and committed to supporting her 
club as Miss for another year… well that rolled 
into yet another year and another year after 
that…. So I would like to take this opportunity 
On behalf of  the Board of Directors and the 
members of the club to Officially not only thank 
Kim for her ongoing support of the club but also 
to Congratulate her for on September 17 2022 
Kim got Married and became Mrs. Tyler Dietrich.

Congratulations to you both and thank you 
again Kim for you dedication to the club and 
to the role of Miss Concordia! You made us all 
proud!

This year Miss Concordia 2023 is Stephanie 
Richtaritsch!

Stephanie is well known around the Club. Her 
family have been club members for years, start-
ing with her Oma & Opa the very proud Nick & 
Else Osbelt.

Stephanie is often seen at club events, Oktober-
fest & was pretty much raised out at the farm.  
We have watched her grow into a beautiful, 
intelligent young lady & I know she will make 
the club proud! Becoming Miss has always been 
a dream of Stephanie’s,  not only were her Mom 
and Aunt past Miss Concordia’s but her 2 older 
sisters as well. 

Congratulations Stephanie Miss Concordia 2023!

A Message from 
Miss Concordia 2023:

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude for 
being chosen as this years Miss Concordia. 

I am honoured to represent the Club that I cher-
ish so deeply in my heart, especially for our big 
150th year. For those of you who don’t know me, 
I am a 3rd generation member of the Concordia 
Club thanks to my Oma und Opa (Else und Nick 
Osbelt), and my Mutter und Vater (Nicole und 
Steve Richtaritsch). I grew up at the Club being 
a part of multiple groups such as the Kinder 
Choir, Campers, Outdoor and now Narrenzunft 
group. Oktoberfest has alway been a major part 
of my life. I am an Oktoberfest born baby! I have 
participated every year since birth whether I 
danced, volunteered, worked or celebrated the 
festivities with friends and family. Being Miss 
Concordia has alway been a goal of mine since I 
can remember. I believe I can use my outgoing, 
positive personality to inspire the youth to join 
our club, and keep our German tradition alive. 
I would like to thank our President Rob Kerr, 
my new Miss Mom Alexandria Thoene  and the 
other board members for this opportunity. I’m 
excited to see what this years brings and I can’t 
wait for the endless memories! Prost,

Stephanie Richtaritsch 

 

greatly appreciated! 

Here is to another year of being connected and 
sharing about our club! 

Kathryn Malcolm

Director and Bulletin Committee Head
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