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Concordia in September
2nd Schenke DJ Novak
4th LABOUR DAY – CLUB CLOSED
8th Patio      Cruise Night starting at 6:00p.m.

                        Live Entertainment on the Patio at
8:00p.m. 
- The Greasemarks

9th Schenke TC Alpine Echos
9th Farm      Outdoor Group Halloween Party

16th Schenke DJ Novak
23rd Schenke DJ Novak
23rd Main Hall  Choir Winzerfest -doors at 12:00noon
30th Schenke Edelweiss Duo
30th Weinstube Trachten Sale

Concordia in October
October 6 – 14th – Oktoberfest
October 15th – 18th – CLUB CLOSED FOR CLEAN UP
21st  Schenke Edelweiss Duo
28th Schenke DJ Novak

SUNDAY
Halle               2.00–5.00 Ballroom Dancing
MONDAY
Halle               7.00–8.30 Gemischter Chor
                        8.30–10.00 Männerchor
Jaegerstube     6.00–7.00 Kinderchor
                        7.00–8.00 Jugendchor
TUESDAY
Halle               5.30–8.30 Kinder & Junior Garde, Senioren Garde
Jaegerstube     8.00–10.00 Narrenzunft
Schenke          7.30–10.00 Skat-Gruppe
Beach Volleyball Evening from May to August
WEDNESDAY
Halle               6.00–10.00 Enzian Group
Jaegerstube     2.30–5.30 Senioren Gruppe (1st Wed. of month)
Jaegerstube     7.00 pm Ladies Group (1. Wednesday of month)
Weinstube      19.00 Tennisgruppe
                        (Jeden 2. Mittwoch im Monat)
Weinstube      7.00 pm Tennisgruppe (2nd Wed. of month) 
THURSDAY
Halle               8.00–10.00 Table Tennis Group
Jaegerstube     7.00–1.00 Schach/Chess
Eisstock          7.00–10.00 Eisstock-Gruppe
Schenke          9.00 Fussball/Soccer
FRIDAY
Victoria Bowl 6.30 Bowlers
Jaegerstube     8.00 “Treffpunkt” (2nd Friday of month)

CONCORDIA IN SEPT./OCT. 2017

Office Telephone
Extensions & Info Line
Front Office 101
Membership 101
Banquet Inquiries 101
Manager 102
Payroll 103
Accounting 104

Reservations 105

General Inquiries 105

Ticket Sales 105

Portier/Doorman 106

You can call the extensions or
announcements by using any
touch tone telephone.

Klub Vorschau/Club Events Group Events
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Bericht des Präsidenten Auch ein Sonniger Tag war an dem 2. Cruise
Abend und war bestens besucht!
In diesem Jahr, haben Janice und ich neue
Erfahrungen gemacht, so mit der Enziangruppe
beim Gaufest. Es war ein sehr schönes Wo -
chenende mit der Gruppe und viele Fragen und
Antworten wurden ausgetauscht. Von 15 Tanz -
gruppen war die Enziangruppe an 12. Stelle.
Die einzelnen Tanzgruppen gaben ihr Bestes
und es war sehr beeindruckend. Wir freuen uns
auf das nächste Gaufest in Washington D.C. in
2019!
Zum 50. Oktoberfest im Concordia Klub wird
an verschiedenen Veranstaltungen geplant.
Ein Faß wird am Eingang aufgestellt, der Platz
ist schon vorhanden. Für Familien, Gruppen
und Firmen, auch Einzelmitglieder, ist genug
Platz, um Namen usw. anzubringen. Mehr
Informationen erhalten Sie im Klubbüro.
Die Outdoorgruppe und Campers hatten einige
Veranstaltungen auf der Farm. Canada Day

Ich hoffe, Sie hatten einen
schönen Sommer, wenn
auch manchmal etwas Re -
gen war.
Doch Mutter Natur macht
es richtig, denn der Rasen
war grün und die Blumen
perfekt.

Sonnenschein beim 5. pig roast hat viele Gäste
ge bracht und Twin City Alpine Echo brachte
Musik zur Unterhaltung.
Die Zubereitung des pig roast war etwas
anders, doch alle Gäste waren sehr zufrieden
und es hat gut geschmeckt. Danke an die Gäste,
die ihre Zeit am Patio verbrachten.
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Schuhplattlers for their Gaufest celebration
in Buffalo on the Canada Day weekend. The
Enzian were very accommodating and tried
to involve us in as many activities as they
possibly could as we did not know what to
expect. Leanne and the group were also very
patient as we asked lots of questions so that
we could better understand what makes this
group tick and what motivates them to con-
tinue this traditional style of dance. The
Enzian entered a group in the competition
for the first time and were able to place 12th
out of 15 groups. They also had many
entries in the couples competition and
many of the groups placed very well.  The
group was very professional as well as hum-
ble and I was proud to represent the
Concordia club and state that I was their
club president. Congratulations to all the
dancers that competed and attended
Gaufest, your dedication to this dance style
will allow it to be sustainable for many
years to come. The most impressive part of
the entire weekend was at the lunch and
awards ceremony on the Sunday when over
1100 people performed the common
Schuhplattlers' dance not only on the dance
floors but entirely encompassing the outer
ring of the Buffalo convention centre.We are
looking forward to the next Gaufest in
Washington, D.C. in 2019.
We have a few events planned to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the Concordia Clubs
Oktoberfest. We will have the large barrel
placed on the pad by the walkway to mark
this event and are looking for families,
groups or companies who would want to a
purchase shield to commemorate this event.
Please see the office if this is something that
you wish to do. We also are having a gala
evening with wine and beer tasting, food
pairings and some music to dance the
evening away to. The tickets for this
evening are $50.00 and you will receive a
wine glass, beer mug as well as a commem-

wurde mit einem Feuerwerk ge feiert. Fish fry
war gut besucht!
Oktoberfest ist nahe und alle organisieren fuer
die Buden. Wenn Sie fuer den Concordia Klub
am Okto berfest arbeiten möchten, Informa -
tionen erhalten Sie im Klubbüro.
8. September 4. Cuise Night
23. September Winzerfest der Chöre

Beachten Sie die neue Zeit!
8. - 14. Oktober Oktoberfest
Ich hoffe sie bei den verschiedenen Ver an stal -
tungen zu sehen.
Ihr Klubpräsident, Rob Kerr

I hope that all of you were able to get out
and enjoy the weather this summer. The
mixed bag of weather this year made it eas-
ier for us to be able to enjoy the outdoors as
it was not the sweltering heat that we are
usually accustomed to and it allowed us to
enjoy some lush green lawns and beautiful
gardens. Mother Nature also cooperated
with us for 2 of the events this past summer.

The sun was shining for the 5th annual pig
roast and the Twin City Alpine Echo pro-
vided some great background music for
everyones dining pleasure. Th new owners
of Pig Out made a few changes to the prepa-
ration and serving of the pork and this was
met by many favourable comments from the
diners that evening. I would like to thank all
of the members who took time from their
busy schedules to help support this event.
We were also very blessed to have a full day
of sunshine for our second cruise night and
had our best turn out yet. We had 50 plus
cars and even had to get the band to start
early on the patio as the cruisers and people
coming to check out the cruise night decid-
ed to use the patio to fulfill their appetite for
our excellent cuisine.
Janice and I had a new adventure for this
year. We were able to join the Enzian

President’s Report



orative photo in addition to the food and
alcoholic beverages that you will be trying.
The outdoor group and campers group have
had many events at the farm with the
biggest being the Canada Day picnic and
fireworks extravaganza. Thank you to Steve
Zimmer for once again setting up a very
entertaining presentation of fireworks that
was enjoyed by a large number of people
even though the weather was not in cooper-
ation for the majority of the day. They also
had a fishing derby (catch and release) fol-
lowed by a fish fry that evening. Un for -
tunately the wet weather this year helped
increase the mosquito population which in
the early evenings made it unbearable to be
outside in the forested areas of the camp-
ground.
The arrival of and setting up of the tent
means two things, the first is that summer is
over and the second being that Oktoberfest
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is just around the corner. We are looking for
staff to work this event and represent the
Concordia club and all the groups are look-
ing to volunteers to man their booths to
raise funds for their specific groups. If you
are not looking to work or volunteer I am
hoping to see you at some Oktoberfest
event.

Some upcoming events will be:

- Cruise night #4 featuring the Greasemarks
on September 8th

- Winzerfest on September 23rd at a NEW
afternoon time

- Oktoberfest from October 6th to October
14th

Hoping to see you at one of the upcoming
events, Your president, Rob Kerr

YOUR COMFORT

IN RETIREMENT

483 and 507 OTTAWA STREET SOUTH, KITCHENER, ONTARIO

Mailing Address: 483 Ottawa Street S., Kitchener, Ontario N2M 5H1
Tel. (519) 745-1200 • email: senioren@bellnet.ca

Attraktive 
1-Schlafzimmer-
Wohnungen 
in gewohnter
heimischer
Atmosphäre

Call the office for
information
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I hope everyone had a
wonderful summer en -
joyed with family and
friends! We have had a
busy summer with great
turn outs for our pig
roast and Friday even -
ing Cruise Nights on the
patio.  Our summer pro-
motion with Warsteiner
has been very well

received again.  We will be having the draw
for the 55-inch LED flat screen TV on the
last Cruise Night on Fri day, September 8th.
You still have time to come out for a nice
cold Warsteiner and fill out a ballot for your
chance to win!

I would like to thank Karl Braun for his hard
work again this summer with making sure
our lawns stay looking great. It is very much
appreciated!

Oktoberfest  

As I am sure you have all noticed, the tent is
here! We are well under way with our plans
for this year.  

We are still looking for people who are in -
terested in working again this year.  Posi -
tions are available in all departments –
kitchen, janitorial, beer tappers, security,
parking, bussers.  Applications are available
at the club office.    

Tickets are still available for the Family
Days on Sunday, Monday and Saturday
after noon matinee on Saturday, October 7th
from 11:00-4:00p.m. as well as the Wed nes -
day and Thursday evenings.

To commemorate our 50th year of Okto -
berfest this year we will be having a special
event in the Main Hall on Tuesday, October

10th from 7:00p.m. to 10:00p.m. for all to
come out and celebrate this special year.
The 50th Anniversary committee has been
working diligently to make sure this
evening will be remembered for years to
come.  The tickets are $50.00 per person and
will include one commemorative glass beer
mug as well as a commemorative wine
glass, appetizers, three free drinks per per-
son as well as your choice of either a photo
button, photo or key chain taken by Das
Photo Booth the night of the event. We will
be featuring three different options for beer
sampling as well as three options for wine
sampling.  There will of course be musical
entertainment as well. Tickets are now
available at the club office so please come
out and celebrate this great evening with us!
All are welcome!

For all NEW group volunteers and staff, the
training dates for Accessibility of Ontarians
with Disabilities Act (A.O.D.A.) as well as
the Ontario Workplace Health and Safety
training are as follows:

Wednesday, September 20th
Jagerstube at 7:30p.m.

Sunday, October 1st
Main Hall at 12:30p.m.

Thursday, October 5th
Main Hall at 7:00p.m.

Please keep in mind that our regular Sunday
Brunch will not be available on Sunday,
October 8th and Sunday, October 15th due
to Oktoberfest. The club will be closed for
cleanup from October 15th to 18th. The
Schenke will be open again for regular busi-
ness on Thursday, October 19th.

Stiftungsfest

Our 144th Stiftungsfest celebration is com-
ing up on Saturday, November 4th! Come

From the Manager’s Desk



join us as we recognize our members who
are celebrating 10, 25, 50 & 60 years of mem-
bership as well as the announcement of our
new Honourary Member! The price of
$24.00 is still very reasonable.  It includes a
wine cocktail hour, appetizers, dinner and
dancing. They will become available for
purchase starting on Tuesday, September
5th at 9:00a.m.

I look forward to seeing many of you dur-
ing Oktoberfest!

Sincerely,

Ruth Rajna, Manager 

Wir hatten unseren Sommerpokal am 23.
Juli in der Jägerstube. 12 unserer Mitglieder
nahmen daran teil. Anschließend war
Brunch mit den Partnern der Skatgruppe.

Gespielt wurde eine Runde, und es standen
5 Preise zur Verfügung.

Die Gewinner waren:

1. Platz: Günther Baur mit 1873 Punkten

2. Platz: George Rendas mit 1308 Punkten

3. Platz: Helmut Kruschat mit 1191
Punkten

4. Platz: Richard Sonnenberg mit 1188
Punkten

5. Platz: Lother Dahlke mit 1075 Punkten

SKAT GROUP
We had our Sommerpokal July 23rd in the
Jaegerstube.and 12 of our members  were
playing in the tournament. Afterwards we
had brunch including the spouses. We
played one round of Skat and 5 prices were
available.

The winners were: (see above)

Gut Blatt, 

Heidi Lang
Skat Gruppe
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The Outdoor Group would like to thank
everyone who came out to our Fishing
Derby & Fish Fry on August 19 and Annual
Meeting and Corn Roast on August 20. We
will report on the results of our Annual
Meeting and elections in the next bulletin.

We are looking forward to our Halloween
picnic on Saturday September 9th with
trick or treating for the kids and an evening
of food, fun and entertainment at the Home
on the Range - everyone is welcome.

It's also the time of year when we need to
concentrate on filling the shifts for our
booth at Oktoberfest - please contact Jesse
Turner at 519-841-4905 if you're able to
help in any way - everything we gain from
the booth goes right back to our members in
some way – please donate a few hours!

Bruce Emmerson 

Treffpunkt



A group of 39 Enzian dancers and group
supporters attended the 26th Gaufest in
Buffalo NY over the Canada Day Long week-
end!  Gaufest occurs every 2 years which
draws in thousands of fellow Trachtlers
across North America who come together
and participates in the many Gaufest events,
including: Heimatabend and Festabend
dances, workshops, banquets, evening
dances, parade of flags, Einzel Preisplatteln
and Gruppen competitions, etc.  There were
over 1500 Trachtlers and friends in atten-
dance in Buffalo.  It’s quite the sight to see a
room full of that many white feathers and
hats during the banquet dinners, including
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the Gauplattler common dance that all
dancers perform together in the mass hall! 

This year, the Enzian’s had 6 couples who
competed in the couples competitions (i.e.
Einzel Preisplatteln) who all did their per-
sonal best!  Great job to the following cou-
ples: 

Steve Richtaritsch and Lori Artinger

David Brown and Mona Emrich

Adam Mahlman and Kim Kunkel

Cody Freriks and Wendy Hill 

Elena Sonser and Patrick Burns

Scott Siegner and Shari Moritz

For the first time, we also entered a team for
the group competition where there were 15
other groups competing, many of whom

Enzian Schuhplattler

Enzian Gau team – Bottom row of men left to right: Adam Mahlman, David Brown, Tim
Bews, Dave Moritz (button box player), Steve Richtaritsch, Cody Freriks; Top row of ladies
left to right: Kim Kunkel, Mona Emrich, Shari Moritz, Lori Artinger, Wendy Hill)



who have competed and won for years.  The
Enzian team (and many of which are new
dance members) trained for 6 months, mul-
tiple times a week, developing their skills
each week, with the goal to compete as a
polished team at Gaufest and not finish in
“last”. While our team didn’t place, we
accomplished the goal and are very proud of
the .

Many compliments were awarded to the
team on how well the group did for their
first time and the chemistry the group has
with each other. We are an entertaining
group and they went out and showcased!
As we were the only group in Canada to
compete, we can proudly say we competed
on July 1st Canada Day and placed first in
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Canada! The team was additionally cheered
on by their fellow Canadians all decked out
in red and white which was the coloured
theme carried out into the later night festiv-
ities. 

We were thrilled to have Rob and Janice
Kerr and Michelle Zimmer from the board
join us at Gaufest and to celebrate Canada’s
150th with us in the USA. We had such a
great time with everyone! We also want to
thank the Club and all its members for their
support leading up to Gaufest, including
best wishes and Bockbierfest fundraisers
which subsidized the group’s outfits. Thank
you. 

We are now turning our attention to the
Oktoberfest season and the many practices,
events and performances scheduled from
September through October!  

Prost
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CONCORDIA CLUB 
**WEINSTUBE**

Check out our newest…

Dirndls ~ Blouses ~ Jewellery and
Accessories ~ Lederhosen ~ Trachten

shirts! Stock up on socks!

Try on a new Trachten vest or Jacket!

Top off your outfit with a new hat!

See our Kinderkollektion!

Great selection at great prices!
Cash/Cheque/Mastercard/Visa/

E-transfer accepted

www.trachten-quelle.com 
Contact: 

Neil Hoffman 519-578-9348
neil.hoffman@sympatico.ca
Follow us on FACEBOOK

ANNUAL 
PRE-OKTOBERFEST

SALE
Saturday, Sept. 30, 2017

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
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I hope that everyone has had a wonderful summer. It
sure was very hot for long stretches at a time.  
On July 5, the ladies had their picnic at the Senioren
Haus.  Our picnic started with coffee and cake and fol-
lowed with us ladies playing charades with our hands
& feet and even crawling on the floor to get our points
across.  This is not an easy game, but it sure is fun
laughing at each other.  We also played bean bags,
which is a lot of fun and prizes were given to all that
won a game.  Later we all had Kentucky Fried Chicken,
sausages and all kinds of salads & fruits that the ladies
brought with them.  We had wonderful weather so it
was a great day for us all.  Also a big thank you to
Wilma Schmidt, who arranged for us to have the picnic
there and making sure we had everything that we need-
ed.
Please make sure that you are all at the meeting on
September 13 at 2 pm, as this is when we make up our
Oktoberfest schedule.  Please bring along your small
updated calendars so that you know when you are
available to work.  We would like everyone to partici-
pate during Oktoberfest.  
Don’t forget that our Christmas Bazaar is just around
the corner. Our Christmas Bazaar is a little later this
year and will be held on Sunday, Nov.26.
Our birthday wishes for September goes to Lilli-Ann
Wessel.  Happy Birthday!!!
Get crafting, get laughing and if that doesn’t work,
bake, bake, bake!
Until we meet again, Elisabeth Rowsell

The summer has been busy for the Treffpunkt group. It
is a time when we incorporate our meetings with fun
summer events. This summer we enjoyed a potluck
dinner at Diane and Andrew Hatchwell’s home. It was
a German theme so there was some delicious dishes,
many of which were recipes passed down from par-
ent’s and grandparent’s. 

Another fun summer event we also look forward to is
our annual potluck and meeting at the Schmidt’s
house, home to Ulrike Ryzebol’s parent’s. Hacko rides,
splashing in the pool and sharing a meal together are
all part of the fun each year in August. 

Upcoming is our annual cottage weekend that we plan
for all year. This is always a highlight for our group as
we enjoy friendship and fun the second weekend in
September. This year we will be staying in the Blue
Mountains!

We are in full swing planning for Oktoberfest and have
many of our volunteer shifts already filled for the dunk
tank. There are still a few open. If you are interested in
volunteering please contact any of our Treffpunkt
members. 

Finally, please donate blood if you are able.  Our part-
ners in life number is CONC010846 or you just need to
say that you are donating for Concordia Club.

Till next time, Andrea Schilha

Ladies Group Outdoor Group



Well, we’ve almost made it through another
season of beach volleyball with lots of
excitement and fun being had by all those
coming out to play on Tuesday & Wed nes -
day nights!  

Regular season games are coming to an end
shortly with the season wrapping up with
our Annual Labour Day weekend tourna-
ment.  Regular season games were played on
Tuesday nights, but there is still time to
squeeze in a drop-in session or two on
Wednesday nights if you want to check us
out.  We are now on meetup.com for more
information, all are welcome!

Schedule & Standings can be found here for
league games 
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https://scheduler.leaguelobster.com/239853
/tuesday-mixed-league/2017/

You can always reach us via email at con-
cordia.volleyball@gmail.com

We also have our first annual beach volley-
ball tournament set to take place on
Saturday August 19th, sponsored by Rolf
Malthaner of Re/max Realty in celebration
of the 50th Anniversary of Oktoberfest.
Come on down and check it out!

Even more exciting is our new website 
www.concordiaclubbeachvolleyball.com

Bump it! Spike it! Prosit!

Volleyball Group
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PLUMBING AND HEATING

Serving Southern Ontario

We now do
COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

Old or New -
Residential - Commercial

Industrial

Water Softeners
Water Purifiers
Water Heaters

Heating &
Air Conditioning

1-38 McBrine Place, Kitchener  ON  N2R 1G8
Phone 519-748-4588 - Fax 519-748-4584

Email: fkph@bellnet.ca



Hello Everyone!

I hope you all had a nice and relaxing sum-
mer.  I am certain all of us are ready to start
a brand new season of bowling fun, so don’t
forget bowling begins Friday September 8th.
Please take note of the important dates list-
ed below for our 2017-2018 bowling season.
New bowlers are always welcome.  

BOWLING FUN FACT:

According to the International Bowling
Museum and Hall of Fame, a British anthro-
pologist discovered in the 1930s evidence of
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bowling items in an Egyptian grave.
Evidence suggests that bowling dates back
as far as 3200 BC – around the same time
that some of the first forms of the written
word were discovered on cuneiform tablets.
It’s that old!

http://pinchasers.net/amazing-facts-never-
knew-bowling/

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE 2017-2018
BOWLING SEASON

September 8th First Day of Bowling

October 6th-14th Oktoberfest

December 8th Turkey Roll 

December 17th Christmas Party

(this is a Sunday - noon)

January 12th

Annual Meeting

February 9th Fun Night 

April 20th

Last Day of Bowling 
(33 weeks)

May 4th Closing Banquet
(this is a Friday -

5:30p.m.)

Finally, best wishes go out to
our bowlers who are celebrat-
ing a birthday this month.

September

6. Katharina Braun

12. Veronica Wallner

20. Ted Hennebry

21. Stan Gaysek

27. Mike Matich

29. Rosemarie Gärtner

Until next time,
Monica Kauck

Concordia Bowlers

September Birthday Babies



Is it my imagination or are summers getting
shorter? Hope everyone had a wonderful
summer, and that you are rested and look-
ing forward to another great season of song.

I would like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge two very special volunteers
who retired from there duties this past
spring.  Else Osbelt who has spent many
years sorting, copying, and helping keep
track of the hundreds of pieces of music we
have stored in our cabinets.  We appreciate
all the time and effort you have given our
choir as one of our music co-ordinator’s.
Else’s position has been graciously filled by
Elisabeth Rowsell. I would also like to
extend our sincere appreciation to Erika
Koeckritz for the beautiful sashes she has
crafted for our wine queen’s for the past 25
years. Thank you Else and Erika, without
dedicated volunteers like yourselves the
choir would cease to function.

We are once again reaching out to our
Concordia Families and friends, to find new
members for our choir.  Our choir provides
an opportunity for members to improve
their musical skills, enhance their apprecia-
tion of both German and English music, and
enrich our community through perform-
ance. As a member of our choir it is our
hope that you will want to work hard, have
fun and leave each rehearsal having learned
something.  We invite you to join us any
Monday evening 7:00 at the Concordia
Club.  A reminder to all choir members we
begin rehearsal’s Monday September 11th.
Please be ready to sing on time for each
rehearsal.  Take time to listen to the C’D
which will be provided for you.  Promote
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our choir the best way you can. Review
what we have worked on in the previous
rehearsal, and practice the music for the
upcoming rehearsals. Never B sharp. Never
B flat, just be natural. 

SAVE THE DATE

WINZERFEST SATURDAY SEPTEMBER
23 Doors open at 12 noon.  Purchase your
tickets through the club office.

$35.00 per person.  Choir members $30.00

OKTOBERFEST OCTOBER 6-14th
Please sign up as a volunteer.  We need the
support of every choir member to make our
booth’s successful.  Thank you

That’s all our news for now.

Keep a song in your heart, 

Beverley

Concordia Chöre

President’s Report

Barristers & Solicitors,
Notaries Public
Suite 604, 30 Duke Street, W.
Kitchener, Ontario N2H 3W5
Tel: 578-8010 Fax: 578-9395
e-mail: inquiries@wglaw.org

M.M. Walters, Q.C. (1921-1997)

Adolf Gubler, M.A., LL.B.

Areas  of  Pract ice  Include:
Powers of Attorney

Wills and Trusts
Estate Planning and Administration

Real Estate and Mortgages
Corporate Law

Business and Commercial Law

Weekend and Evening Appointments Available
English and German Spoken
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CONCORDIA CHOIRS 
ANNUAL WINZERFEST

Saturday, September 23rd, 2017

Special Guest Choirs to be announced

Wahl der Weinkönigin
Dance to the music from Edelweiss Trio

Tracht oder Dirndl erwünscht

Tickets $35 available at the Club office

Doors open 12 noon

with lunch provided



Concordia Choir 1873-2017
It was on 2.May, 1871 that Berlin’s German
community held a “Freedoms Fest”.  An
invitation to sing was sent out to all men
that could sing and be part of a Waterloo
County Choir.  Ten thousand people
showed up from far and wide to the small
town of Berlin for the festival.  By 1873 the
community of Berlin grew to the population
of 3,000.  Still revelling in the successes of
songfests and athletic competitions of previ-
ous years was Otto Klotz, John Motz, Hugo
Kranz, H.A. Zöllner, Dr. R. Mylius, Moses
Springer, Adolph Müller, Pastor W.F. Türk,
Martin Grebenstein, W. Oelschläger, Fr.
Schlote and many others met on October 7,
1873 met to form the Concordia Male Choir.

The name “Concordia” was adopted on the
advice of Jon Motz, a knowledgeable and
respected citizen of Berlin and
publisher/editor of the “Berlin Journal”, one
of the foremost German Canadian weekly
publications in Ontario.    The principle
founders of the Concordia Male Choir
(future Concordia Club) were Martin
Grebenstein, Friedrich Gottlieb and
Wilhelm Stein.  Among its first choir mem-
bers Concordia can boast John Motz,
Adolph Müller, Pastor Türk, H.A. Zöllner
and Professor Zinger, who also acted as
choir director.  Our first President was
Martin Grebenstein.

Their first hall that they rented was on the
top floor of the Berliner-Journal which was
on the corner of King & Queen Street which
was opened on February 24, 1874 with
much celebration that they had to turn peo-
ple away because they were so full.
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In July of 1874 the Concordia held a huge
picnic in the city park (Victoria Park) where
the choir sang and the Waterloo Brass Band
played. Almost half of Berlin came to attend
in the festivities. The Concordia Choir
enjoyed many years of festivities and won
prizes in competitions.  During World War I
times were tough but they still came out to
practice their music and enjoy their hall.  In
1939 at the outbreak of World War II the
Concordia terminated all activities.

When the war was over, Concordia singers
met weekly in the residence of Martin
Mehnert and practiced German folk songs.
This original group of 20 men grew slowly,
but surely. The choir became stronger as
many immigrants joined in order to be with
other German speaking country men and to
help get over their homesickness.  

Walter Scholtes became our first choir
director and was succeeded in 1951 by
Georg Christophek and so the choir grew
from 35 to 75 members.  In 1959 a group of
ladies and men started a mixed choir.  There
was a lot of opposition to having a mixed
choir as a many of men were very adamant
that they did not need any women singing.
In 1960 the choir received a new flag and at
the ceremony of the blessing of the new flag
the Mixed Choir sang in public for the first
time along with the Male Choir.  After this
event the Choir board decided that they
would let the Mixed Choir be part of the
Concordia Choir.   In 1965 or 1966 the chil-
dren’s choir was started with Alfred Kunz
as the director and we practiced at the
University of Waterloo, Humanity Building
until we were finally able to practice at the
Concordia Club on Saturday afternoon.
Georg Christophek retired in 1968 as con-
ductor due to bad health. His successor,
Alfred Kunz, propelled the choirs into top

Club Historian



performance calibre.  In 2013 Alfred Kunz
retired from our choir leaving behind a great
legacy. After great deliberation Martin
Anderle was chosen to lead our choir.  

Over the years we have sung for the Queen,
for German Ambassadors, Canadian Citizen -
ship Ceremony, Center in the Square,
German Remembrance Day Ceremony and
many, many concerts, be it at our club or
other German clubs in Southern Ontario.

The choirs enjoyed and shared many travel
adventures in order to participate in song
festivals, competitions and concerts. We
have traveled to many parts of Europe and
from the east coast to the west coast of
Canada.  

Since 1873 we have had many presidents
for our choir, but after 144 years we now
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have our first female president, Beverley
Gottvald.

A few years back we lost three of our best
Bass singers and that has left a hole in our
choir which we are hoping to fill again.  The
Concordia Choir is still going strong, only
with a few less singers. They meet every
Monday evening at 7:15 pm in the main hall
of the club.  If you are interested, just come
by and listen to us sing, to see if you would
like to join.

Sing!  Sing!  Sing!

Elisabeth Rowsell

P.S.:  There will be no Historian Report in
the October bulletin as I am moving & then
going on a long vacation.





Hello Concordia Members!

Summer has come and gone but we hope
you enjoyed the warm weather with friends
and family.

The Narrenzunft Group enjoyed a picnic at
the farm in July with over 30 people taking
in the sun, pool and socializing! See
attached photos.

Oktoberfest is fast approaching! Visit our
booth and make it a tradition to get hot pret-
zels. We have regular and cheese which was
a hit last year.

We are looking forward to the 2017/2018
Season and are busy planning for the
Karneval Opening November 18, 2017.
Cocktails 5pm Dinner at 6pm with
Entertainment to follow. Heinz Lindlau and
The Variations band will be there for your
dancing pleasure. Watch in the October
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Nachrichten for more
details on when and where
to purchase tickets.

We always welcome new
members to join our group!
Please email me (Joan) at
pj.trautrim@yahoo.ca and I
would be happy to answer
any questions you have.

Until Next time

Helau und Alaaf

Joan Trautrim(Secretary)

See you at the club!!!

1.       KG Narrenzunft Concordia

Happy birthday Elaine Keller
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Wichtige Veranstaltungen
Important Events

SEPT./OCTOBER 2017
Sept. 4 Labour Day - Club closed
Sept. 8 Cruise Night Patio starting at 6 pm

Live Entertainment Patio 8 pm
(The Greasemarks)

Sept. 9 Outdoor Group Halloween
Party Farm

Sept. 23 Choir Winzerfest 
Hall (doors open at 12 noon)

Oct. 6-14 Oktoberfest
Oct. 15-18 Club closed for Clean-up
Bitte reservieren Sie ihren Tisch und besorgen Sie die Eintrittskarten zu den Veranstaltungen rechtzeitig.
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Welcome to. . .

The Schenke
Open 6 days a week

CONCORDIA DAILY FEATURES

Reservations are recommended

TUESDAY through FRIDAY

WEEKLY LUNCHEON
SPECIALS

or SOUP & SANDWICH
COMBO

TUESDAY NIGHTS:

ROLLED RIB DINNER
SPECIAL

$17.99

WEDNESDAY:

BAVARIAN BUFFET
Lunch: $12.95
Dinner: $15.95

All prices plus applicable taxes 
as of November 2015
Gratuity not included

THURSDAY EVENING:

CHEF’S NIGHT
SPECIAL

2 Wiener Schnitzel Dinners with
Potatoes and Vegetables

only $19.99

FRIDAY EVENING:

IT’S THE FRIDAY
EVENING BUFFET

all your favorites, Salads, Schnitzel,
Desserts and so much more

only $17.95

SATURDAY EVENING:

DINE & DANCE
Live Entertainment
Regular Menu & reasonable prices

SUNDAY:

BRUNCH $19.99





27

President:                         Rob Kerr
1st Vice President:          Mike Matich 
2nd Vice President:         Ali Nowak

1st Secretary:                   Sarah Fretz
2nd Secretary:                 Elaine Keller-Griffin

1st Treasurer:                   Ali Nowak
2nd Treasurer:                 Peter Bergen

Directors:                         Michael Brasch
                                         Alex Thoene 
                                         Helmut Kruschat
                                         Michelle Zimmer
                                         Andrew Saur
                                         Martin Patzold
                                         Rolf Malthaner

Manager                           Ruth Rajna

Committee Members
Arbeitsgemeinschaft         Rob Kerr
                                         Mike Brasch

Archives                           Alexandria Thoene
                                         Martin Patzold

Bulletin                            Elaine Keller-Griffin
                                         Martin Patzold

Christkindlmarket           Peter Bergen
                                         Elaine Keller-Griffin
                                         Mike Matich
                                         Michelle Zimmer

Club Buildings                Mike Brasch
                                         Andrew Saur
                                         Helmut Kruschat

Club Historian                 Elisabeth Rowsell
                                         Leo Tukums

Club Ombudsman           Harald Schwegel

Club Rental Properties    Helmut Kruschat
                                         Andrew Saur
                                         Mike Brasch

Concordia Seniorenhaus Rob Kerr
                                         Mike Brasch
                                         Peter Bergen

Economic Affairs             Ali Novak
                                            Rob Kerr
                                            Peter Bergen

Employee Liaison            Elaine Keller-Griffin

Entertainment                  Sarah Fretz
                                         Michelle Zimmer
                                         Alexandria Thoene

Farm Committee              Mike Matich
                                         Peter Bergen
                                         Andrew Saur

Finance Committee         Ali Nowak
                                         Mike Matich
                                         Rob Kerr
                                         Peter Bergen

Float Committee              Mike Brasch

German Culture               Sarah Fretz

Honorary Member           Martin Patzold
                                         Sarah Fretz
                                         Rob Kerr

Long Range Planning      Ali Nowak
                                            Mike Matich
                                            Andrew Saur
                                            Rob Kerr

Membership                     Michelle Zimmer

Miss Concordia               Alexandria Thoene

Nominations and             Karl Braun
Bylaws                             Rob Kerr
                                         Mike Matich
                                         Ali Nowak

Oktoberfest Chair            Rolf Malthaner

Oktoberfest Inc.               Ali Nowak
                                            Rolf Malthaner
                                            Andrew Saur

Sales and Marketing        Mike Matich
                                         Rolf Malthaner
                                         Andrew Saur

Security                            Rob Kerr
                                         Alexandria Thoene

Concordia Club Board of Directors 2017/2018




